Systemic lupus erythematosus presenting as a bullous eruption in a child.
An 8-year-old girl presented with a generalized bullous eruption clinically resembling bullous pemphigoid or chronic bullous disease of childhood. Further study revealed immunopathologic findings seen in patients with epidermolysis bullosa acquisita or bullous systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). Although she did not fulfill the American Rheumatism Association (Atlanta) criteria for SLE at her presentation, one year later she went on to do so. As well as being the youngest patient reported with bullous SLE, our patient is noteworthy because the bullous eruption was the initial manifestation of her SLE. Bullous SLE should be considered in the differential diagnosis of children presenting with generalized bullous eruptions.